Nile. But M. S. Briggs thinks that the
mosques of Cairo are as different from
the temples of Egypt as any two types
of architecture. Yet in other writings
M. Saladin attributes such features in
Islamic architecture as the elliptical dome,
spiral minarets used at Samara and in
the Masjid of Ibn-Tulun at Cairo, buttress-
ed towers, indented battlements, enamel-
led tiles, metal covered roofs and many
principles of the science of fortification to
the Assyrians and Chaldeans through the
channel of Sassanian Architecture. Rivoira
ascribes all the Sassanian knowledge of
vaulting to Roman sources, whereas
Dieulafoy maintains that the Romans
learned the art of vaulting from the
Parthians in Mesopotamia. Before this
controversy had time to subside another
authority added more fuel to the fire. The
theory of Mr. Havell says Briggs is the
most startling of all. He contends "...that
in destroying Buddhist temples and smash-
ing the images of Saints, the Arabs first
thought of utilising the empty niches in
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